
Indication: Zorbium is indicated for the control of postoperative pain associated with surgical procedures in cats.
Important Safety Information: Before using ZORBIUM (buprenorphine transdermal solution), read the entire package  
insert including the Boxed Human Warning. ZORBIUM contains buprenorphine, an opioid that exposes humans to risks  
of misuse, abuse, and addiction, which can lead to overdose and death. Please see accompanying label for complete  
safety information.

for at-home comfort.

 One in-clinic dose of ZorbiumTM  
provides 4 days of continuous  

post-op pain control
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For optimal recovery from surgery,  
continuous pain management is 

required until pain is resolved1 

Effective pain relief 
extends from  

clinic to home 
However, effective pain management  

is not a simple task

A long-acting opioid administered in-clinic can 
provide reliable pain relief to your feline patients.

• Unintended pain and suffering

• Delayed healing and return to function

• The development of chronic, maladaptive pain

Unmanaged surgical pain can be associated with1,2,4:

Analgesics are recommended for a minimum 
of 72 hours following surgery.2 

The typical duration of the inflammatory phase of wound healing

In the clinic, postsurgical pain  
is generally well-controlled,  

but still has challenges1,3

At home, feline patients may  
not receive the postsurgical  

pain relief they need3

Unique personalities Unable to verbalize

Try to hide pain

Individual response 
to analgesics

Hospital-associated 
behavioral changes

Medication-associated 
behavioral changes

Limited 
treatment 

options

Cats can be 
difficult to 
medicate

Pet owners may 
not recognize 

the need

?

Controlled 
substance 

considerations

Important Safety Information (cont.): Use of buprenorphine may lead to physical dependence. The risk of abuse by 
humans should be considered when storing, administering, and disposing of ZORBIUM. Serious, life-threatening, or fatal 
respiratory depression may occur with accidental exposure to or with misuse or abuse of ZORBIUM. 

ZORBIUM should only be administered by veterinarians or veterinarian technicians who are trained in the handling of 
potent opioids. Accidental exposure to even one tube of ZORBIUM, especially in children, can result in a fatal overdose. 
Please see accompanying label for complete safety information.
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Stratum 
corneum

Depot
formation
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Needed 
Drug Level

Peak

Trough

Missed dose

Provide 4 days of continuous post-op  
pain control from a single, in-clinic dose

•  �Delivers 4 days of reliable pain relief from a single, topical dose
–  �Gradually releases buprenorphine into systemic circulation, avoiding the peaks and 

valleys in plasma blood concentrations and potential for missed doses associated 
with repeat dosing protocols

–  �Removes the need to administer repeat injections or dispense buprenorphine during 
the critical first few days after surgery

…and it extends your care to home
•  �Administered in clinic, Zorbium keeps you in control of 

opioid analgesia
–  �No need to dispense buprenorphine
–  Limits risk of opioid misuse by pet owners 
–  �Reduces challenges of administering pain medications 

at home
–  �Provides reassurance that your patients have pain relief 

on board

Wear impermeable latex or nitrile gloves, protective glasses and a laboratory coat when applying Zorbium

Zorbium is designed for in-clinic efficiency…

User safety study confirmed no risk to adults or children with  
direct exposure to dry application site (30 minutes)5

Dosing Information

Innovative, long-acting technology and 
convenient dosing

Single-use, unit dose 
applicator tubes Body weight (lbs) Dose of 

buprenorphine
Volume of  
Zorbium

For smaller cats 2.6 to 6.6 8 mg 0.4 mL

For larger cats >6.6 to 16.5 20 mg 1 mL

1 to 2 hours  
before surgery

Zorbium provides reassurance to 
veterinarians and pet owners during the 
critical first 4 days following surgery.

Fur should not 
be clipped

30 
minutes

1-2 
HOURS

APPLY  
HERE Do not come into direct 

contact with ZorbiumPPE

Stratum corneum

Depot formation

Dries rapidly Onset of actionAbsorption and  
formation of a depot

NEW

Important Safety Information (cont.): ZORBIUM is for topical application in cats only. Do not come into direct contact with 
ZORBIUM. Wear impermeable latex or nitrile gloves, protective glasses and a laboratory coat when applying ZORBIUM. 
Following application to the cat, allow a minimum drying time of 30 minutes before direct contact with the application site. 

Do not administer to cats with a known hypersensitivity to buprenorphine hydrochloride, any inactive ingredients of 
ZORBIUM, or known intolerance to opioids. Please see accompanying label for complete safety information.
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Overall: Adverse events in Zorbium and placebo 
groups occurred at a similar frequency

7

Proven effective and safe in client-owned 
cats undergoing surgery

Significantly greater treatment success with Zorbium 
throughout 4 days219 evaluated  

for efficacy
222 evaluated  

for safety

Statistically significant difference in treatment success rates between groups  (P=.0003)
Treatment success defined as: adequate pain control (no rescue treatment) and no treatment-related adverse 
event causing removal from study
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Important Safety Information (cont.): Do not apply ZORBIUM if the application site at the dorsal cervical area has diseased or 
injured skin, or to anatomic areas other than the dorsal cervical area because absorption characteristics may be different.

Body temperature should be monitored postoperatively. Most common adverse reactions during anesthesia were 
hypothermia, hypotension, and hypertension, and after anesthetic recovery were hypothermia, hyperthermia, and 
sedation. Please see accompanying label for complete safety information.

No sedation  
observed with  

Zorbium beyond  
1 hr after  

anesthetic recovery

1 hour

No dysphoria  
observed with  

Zorbium beyond   
3 hrs after  

anesthetic recovery

3 hours

Most common adverse events after anesthesia

Hypothermia Hyperthermia Sedation Tachypnea

Prospective, double-blinded, vehicle-controlled, multicenter field study

Enrolled cats
at least  

4 months old,  
2.6-16.5 lbs

Smaller cats  
(2.6 to 6.6 lb) 

0.4  
mL

Larger cats  
(>6.6 to 16.5 lb)  

1.0  
mL

Surgical reproductive sterilizations (castration/ 
ovariohysterectomy) in conjunction with forelimb 
onychectomy

Preemptive analgesia given to all cats for intra- 
operative analgesia:
• �Single intramuscular, low-dose injection of alpha-2 

agonist 30 minutes prior to anesthetic induction
• �Short-acting local anesthetic metacarpal 4-point 

ring block on the forelimbs after induction

1 to 2 hours before surgery:  
Zorbium 20 mg/mL or  

vehicle control

Hypothermia occurred
immediately post-op  

in the majority of cats in 
both groups

Tachypnea occured at 
a higher rate in cats 
receiving placebo vs 

Zorbium, possibly related 
to uncontrolled pain

No significant difference in adverse events between Zorbium-treated and control cats during anesthesia

6

a�3 Zorbium and 2 vehicle control–treated cats were considered treatment failures due to hyperthermia.

Typical of opioids in cats, the average body temperature was higher 
with Zorbium.a
Most mean body temperatures were within the normal range.
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Hyperthermia:
• �Only adverse event that 

occurred at a significantly 
greater rate in Zorbium vs 
control cats

• �Opioids alter 
thermoregulation by 
resetting thermoregulatory 
set point in hypothalamus6

Quality of anesthetic recoveryAppetite/Body weightUrination/Defecation 

Zorbium did not affect:
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Zorbium, the only FDA-approved long-acting transdermal 
buprenorphine for cats
• 	Indicated for the control of postoperative pain associated with surgical procedures in cats 
• 	Pre-dosed tubes for smaller and larger cats simplifies record-keeping and disposal of controlled substances 

Delivers 4 days of reliable pain relief from a single, in-clinic dose
• 	Rapidly dries after topical application, forming a depot within the skin that releases buprenorphine 

continuously into systemic circulation
• 	Avoids the peaks and valleys in plasma drug concentrations and potential for missed doses associated  

with repeat dosing protocols

Providing reassurance to veterinarians and pet owners 
• 	Administered once in clinic, Zorbium removes the need to administer repeat injections or dispense 

buprenorphine during the critical first few days after surgery
• 	Reduces the challenges of administering pain medications at home and helps limit the risk of opioid misuse  

by pet owners
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Important Safety Information (cont.): The safe use of ZORBIUM has not been evaluated in debilitated cats, those with renal, 
hepatic, cardiac or respiratory disease, pregnant lactating, breeding, in cats younger than four months old or <2.6 lbs or  
>16.5 lbs. Please see accompanying label for complete safety information.
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